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JACKASS for string quartet

A highly energetic journey with the pace of New York City through twelve-tone melodies, 1990s
dance ‘house’ harmonies and Balkan rhythms, sticking to a single love but always chasing wild
adventure.

“The piece JACKASS is about nothing but the music itself. Entirely inspired by some twelve-tone
melody with 90s dance ‘house” harmonies and Balkan-like rhythms, the piece is chasing the places
in the music, which I really loved to dive into. Much later I realized that it perhaps was about
something though, which would be my own dive into the American culture: entirely inspired by
the main themes in my new life (music, friends, love) and always in this New York paced rush
from one adventure into the other.”

— Ruben Naeff
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General remarks

- Don't take slurs too seriously. They indicate phrasing more than bowing.

- Also dynamic indications are meant as guidelines rather than strict rules to obey

all of that is what matters

- Accidentals only apply to successive notes in the same octave and measure

- Groove, harmony, rhythm, playfulness...

© Spring 2011
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